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Eylem Certel, who resides in Ankara, received her bachelor’s degree from the Department of Biology at METU and completed her postgraduate 
studies at the Department of Social Work at Hacettepe University. 

In 1992, she crossed paths with International Youth camps and since then, she has taken part in youth activities initially as a youth leader and In 1992, she crossed paths with International Youth camps and since then, she has taken part in youth activities initially as a youth leader and 
then a youth worker. In 2005, Certel left the Youth Services Centre where she had started working after graduating from university and founded 
the Youth Development Association along with a group of youth workers. The same year, she participated in efforts for Turkey’s participation in 
Youth for Understanding, an intercultural student exchange programme and in 2008, she was one of the founding members of YFU Turkey. 

She now serves as the National Director of YFU Turkey and continues working as an instructor and consultant. She is a member of the SALTO – She now serves as the National Director of YFU Turkey and continues working as an instructor and consultant. She is a member of the SALTO – 
Appetiser instructor pool and gives training sessions in various countries in Europe. To this day, she has accomplished dozens of projects, 
conducted research and wrote articles in the youth field. She was a board member and for a period, served as the president of Youth Express 
Network, an international youth organisation. Certel has provided training sessions to hundreds of young people and youth workers.

INTRODUCTION
At the start of the Forum, Moderator Eylem Certel 

shares what they need to know about the event with the participants. 
Etkiniz EU Programme Team Leader Ayça Haykır then proceeds with 

the introduction to discuss the question “#WhatWeMonitor during Covid-19”.

Born in 1966, Ayça Haykır graduated from the TED Ankara College and the Department of Public Administration at the Faculty of Economics and 
Administrative Sciences at Middle Eastern Technical University. She has more than 30 years of professional experience, 20 of which spent she 
spent working for EU Grant and Technical Support Programmes.

She worked as a coordinator and team leader at the Turkish Prime Ministry Project Implementation Unit for five years and as a Programme 
Manager in the EU Turkish Delegation for three years.
She worked as the Turkey Coordinator at the Technical Assistance to Civil Society in the Western Balkans and Turkey for two years and then She worked as the Turkey Coordinator at the Technical Assistance to Civil Society in the Western Balkans and Turkey for two years and then 
worked as the general coordinator of the Civil Society Development Centre for about two years.

She is currently working as the team leader of the Monitoring Compliance with the International Human Rights Framework of the Etkiniz EU 
Programme.



What kind of effect did the Covid-19 pandemic have on human 
rights and societal movements in the EU countries and the USA? 

Katarzyna Marzec and James Woodall address 
the key points of the discussion in their keynote speeches. 

KEYNOTE SPEECHES

James is currently the State President of the Georgia NAACP. A native of Riverdale, Georgia and an alumnus of Georgia Southern University, 
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a minor in Religious Studies. He is in his final year at the Morehouse School of 
Religion pursuing a Master of Divinity from the Interdenominational Theological Center. He also is an 8-year veteran of the United States Army, 
having served as an Intelligence Analyst.

He ran for State Representative in 2016 and also served on the State Committee of the Democratic Party of Georgia and State Vice President of He ran for State Representative in 2016 and also served on the State Committee of the Democratic Party of Georgia and State Vice President of 
the Georgia Clients Council. He also served as the Deputy Campaign Manager for Francys Johnson for Congress [GA12] and has served as the 
legislative aide to State Representative Miriam Paris [HD142-Macon] for three years in the Georgia General Assembly. He also sits on the 
Georgia Chamber’s Board of Directors.

Major is a Gold-Life member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He has served as its State President of the Major is a Gold-Life member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He has served as its State President of the 
Georgia Youth & College Division, Vice President of its Bulloch County branch and State Chairman of the Young Adults Committee. He 
graduated in December 2018 as an inaugural member of the Next Gen Program, a national NAACP leadership co-hort.

Katarzyna Marzec is a deputy Head of Unit in the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) of the 
European Commission. 
Since the beginning of her career in the European Commission in 2006, she has been dealing with various aspects of the EU enlargement policy. 
This includes the EU-Turkey relations, in particular the implementation of the Ankara Association Agreement, EU-Turkey Customs Union and the 
accession negotiations. 

Before her work in the European Commission, Ms Marzec worked in the Polish Ministry of the Treasury, focusing on the management of 
pre-accession assistance under the PHARE instrument. 
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The Pandemic and International 
Human Rights Mechanisms

Representatives of international human rights mechanisms and key CSOs 
in the field meet in this panel, where they discuss the methods for more 

effective use of international mechanisms for combating human rights violations.

Moderator: Adem Arkadaş-Thibert, Etkiniz EU Programme

Aslıhan Tekin (eco-feminist) is a legal and policy adviser and lawyer (Istanbul Bar Association), working on the EU and international law and 
policies, including human rights, gender equality, women’s rights, social policies and rights and environment since 2006. She is the EU 
Representative of EWL Coordination for Turkey, board member at EWL (European Women’s Lobby) and EU Representative of Women’s Coalition 
Turkey. She has been working with different civil society organisations, associations and international organisations in the EU, Mediterranean 
region, Western Balkans, Turkey and beyond. As one of the EWL’s digital experts and #HerNetHerRights (training on combatting online violence 
against women and girls) trainers, she has been working on cyber violence together with grassroots organisations and women networks. She has against women and girls) trainers, she has been working on cyber violence together with grassroots organisations and women networks. She has 
also been one of the coordinators of Freja Forum (Forum for Regional and European Joint Activities) on Western Balkans and Turkey and 
co-founder of Freja Academy and Foundation.

Làzarie Eeckeloo is Human Rights Officer at the Centre for Civil and Political Rights, where she focuses on thematic work regarding corruption, 
elections, and around specific countries. She mostly works with civil society organisations in African countries. She holds a law degree from the 
KU Leuven and an LL.M. in International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights from the Geneva Academy. She previously worked at the Belgian 
representation of the European Commission in Brussels.

Dr. Lia Nadaraia is renown women’s human rights defender with over 35 years’ commitment to Feminist activism. After Georgia’s independence, 
she professionally began to work on the advancement of Women’s Human Rights nationally, regionally, internationally.
Current positions/Functions:
Since 2015: Member of CEDAW Committee
Since 2016: Member of Gender Network of Eastern Partnership (GeNEP)
Since 2014: Chairperson of the South Caucasus Women’s Congress (SCWC);
Since 1998: President of the Caucasian Feminist Institute
Main professional activities in the field of WHR and Gender Equality include monitoring of implementation of CEDAW convention, promotion of Main professional activities in the field of WHR and Gender Equality include monitoring of implementation of CEDAW convention, promotion of 
women’s participation in politics and peacebuilding, awareness raising and education on Women’s Human Rights, Gender Equality and 
Feminism.

PANEL

SPEAKERS:



Monitoring Human Rights of 
Disadvantaged Groups 

during the Pandemic
Disadvantageous groups are among those who are most affected by the Covid-19 

pandemic. In this panel, we get the opportunity to hear about the experiences
 of the poor, women, LGBTI+, people with disabilities and refugees. 

Moderator: Murat Çekiç, Etkiniz EU Programme 

Hacer Foggo has worked as a correspondent for various newspapers and periodicals focusing particularly on human rights topics for 15 years. 
Since 2003, she stood in solidarity as an activist with the inhabitants of the neighbourhoods of Sulukule, Küçükbakkalköy and Kağıthane, where 
the Romani people were displaced due to urban transformation projects and ensured that lawsuits were filed. She established the Deep Poverty 
Solidarity Network with her friends during the pandemic and ensured that thousands of families who could not access basic needs received 
food, tablets, etc. In addition, she was selected as an Ashoka Fellow in 2015 and one of the 10 women leaders from Turkey at the Wow Women of food, tablets, etc. In addition, she was selected as an Ashoka Fellow in 2015 and one of the 10 women leaders from Turkey at the Wow Women of 
the World Festival in 2021. She has a review book published under the name Kırmızı Püskül [The Red Tassel].

Kaos GL Media and Communication Programme Coordinator. Journalist, writer. Author of the books Yoldaş Ben İbneyim, Dönmelere 
Doyamadık, Translar Vardır and Patikalar: Resmî Tarihe Çentik. Editor of the book Çalışma Hayatında Ayrımcılık [Discrimination in Business 
Life] Tar worked as a correspondent, editor and programme presenter at ETHA and Özgür Radio. Tar prepares the annual Media Monitoring 
reports of the Kaos GL Association. Tar is currently working as an editor at the KaosGL.org internet newspaper.

İdil Seda Ak was born in Istanbul in 1984. She completed her undergraduate education at Boğaziçi University and received a postgraduate 
degree at Middle Eastern Technical University. Her main fields of study are education rights of persons with disabilities, rights of women with 
disabilities, rights of children with disabilities, right to independent living of people with disabilities and equal recognition of people with 
disabilities. She is a member of the board of directors at the Association of Women with Disabilities and the Association for Social Rights and 
Research. She is a member of the advisory committee of the Accessible Film Festival. She is currently working as a disability consultant at the Research. She is a member of the advisory committee of the Accessible Film Festival. She is currently working as a disability consultant at the 
Humanitarian Development Foundation (İNGEV) and a half-time faculty member at Boğaziçi University.
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President of the Afghan Refugees Solidarity Association (ARSA), Dr. Zakira Hekmat was born in Afghanistan and came to Turkey after 
graduating from high school. She started working as a doctor of medicine in Kayseri after successfully completing the Faculty of Medicine at 
Kayseri Erciyes University.
Dr. Zakira Hekmat has been working as an advocate for migrants and refugees for more than 12 years and has actively participated in work Dr. Zakira Hekmat has been working as an advocate for migrants and refugees for more than 12 years and has actively participated in work 
that especially lends a voice to the problems of refugees, protects their rights and contributes to their access to rights. Dr. Hekmat founded the 
Afghan Refugees Solidarity Association and began to engage in more systematic work in the fields of protection and social cohesion. Dr. 
Hekmat has been organising various social cohesion activities for local communities and refugees to live together peacefully, on a voluntary 
basis but in a professional framework.
Dr. Hekmat was awarded the “Young Leaders Award” by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) Foundation in 2007 and the “Peacebuilder of the Dr. Hekmat was awarded the “Young Leaders Award” by the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) Foundation in 2007 and the “Peacebuilder of the 
Year” title by the US-based HasNa organisation.



Social Movements 
and Pandemic

How do the social movements in Turkey and Europe deal with the effects of 
the pandemic? In this panel, we follow the transformations in legislation affecting 

human rights, the future of street movements and monitoring work in the field.

Moderator: İlknur Üstün, Women’s Coalition

Açelya graduated from the Department of Sociology at Ege University in 2008. She completed her master’s degree at the Department of 
General Sociology and Methodology at Ege University in 2011 with a dissertation on women’s shelters and perception of stigmatisation for 
women staying at shelters. Following her postgraduate studies, her interest in combatting violence against women, feminist social work and 
social policies in Turkey led to her to cross paths with the Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation. Since 2011, she has been working as a Mor 
Çatı volunteer in combatting violence against women and she is currently a Programme Coordinator. Since then, Açelya has also conducted 
studies on gender equality, children’s rights and refugee rights at various civil society organisations.studies on gender equality, children’s rights and refugee rights at various civil society organisations.

Geoffrey Pleyers is an FNRS researcher and professor at the Catholic University of Louvain and the vice-president for research of the 
International Sociological Association. He is the author of “Alter-Globalization. Becoming Actors in the Global Age” (Polity, 2011) and has 
recently published a series of articles on global sociology and social movements during the COVID-19 pandemic, including “The pandemic is a 
battlefield. Social movements during the COVID-19 lockdown”, “Global Sociology in the Pandemic”, “L’entraide et la solidarité comme réponses 
à la pandémie”. He co-edited the book “Social movements and politics in the pandemic” (Policy, 2021).

Kurma received her bachelor’s degree from the Department of Political Science at Boğaziçi University. She continued her postgraduate studies 
in urban planning at METU. She worked as a tour guide and was engaged in film and documentary making and translation. Beginning from the 
mid-90s, she worked in civil organising and democratisation and peace initiatives in Turkey and abroad. Kurma contributed to studies by 
various organisations, municipalities and universities on rights and freedoms, civil society and related subjects. She currently serves as the 
general coordinator of Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly, which she joined more than fifteen years ago.
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Monitoring Right to Health
What kind of change did the Covid-19 pandemic lead to 

in the definition of the right to health? 
What is the status of rights violations against healthcare workers in Turkey? 

Where do we stand in the fight against the pandemic? 
This discussion on the right to health in Turkey features 

the experiences of professional organisations in the field. 

Moderator: Bülent Şık

Şebnem Korur Fincancı, President of the Central Council of the Turkish Medical Association (TMA), was born in 1959 in Istanbul. After graduating 
from the Cerrahpaşa Faculty of Medicine, she specialised in Forensic Medicine. Between 1987 and 1990, she received a bachelor’s degree in 
Classical Archaeology from the Faculty of Letters at Istanbul University. 

She was one of the founding members of the Forensic Medicine Specialists Association established in 1992 and served as the chairperson of the 
association between 1993 and 2000. She is one of the founding members of the Turkish Penal Code Association. 

Fincancı took part in studies conducted by international organisations including the United Nations, the World Health Organisation (WHO), the Fincancı took part in studies conducted by international organisations including the United Nations, the World Health Organisation (WHO), the 
International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRTC) and PHR USA. During the TMA’s 72nd General Congress, she was elected as the 
President of the Central Council of TMA after the Etkin Demokratik TTB (Active Democratic TMA) group won the election. Fincancı has served as 
the President of the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey between the years 2009-2020.

Co-chair of the Health and Social Service Workers Union (SES)

Selma Atabey was born in Diyarbakır in 1975. She studied in primary, secondary, high school and at university in Diyarbakır. In 1995, Atabey 
started working as a nurse at the healthcare unit of a public organisation. Due to the sensitivities of the region where she lived and duet being a 
woman, she first actively participated in labour union work, then the women’s struggle and finally the human rights struggle in a manner that 
covers them all. 

Following the coup attempt of July 15th, Atabey was discharged from her profession of 21 years. She worked as a member, activist and branch Following the coup attempt of July 15th, Atabey was discharged from her profession of 21 years. She worked as a member, activist and branch 
co-director at the Trade Union of Public Employees in Health and Social Services (SES). She now continues her work in the civil society field as the 
Co-Chairperson of SES.
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FORUM MODERATORS
Meet the forum moderators.

Adem Arkadas-Thibert is an international child rights consultant and advocate. Currently he works as a key expert on human rights monitoring 
and advocacy for a direct support programme of the European Union for Civil Society. He was head of the Human Rights Programme at the 
International Children’s Center in Turkey. He worked with the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
the United Nations’ Refugee Agency and the Association for Solidarity with Asylum Seekers and Migrants in Turkey, and the Children’s Legal 
Centre in the UK.
Adem is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Child Rights International Network. He has written reports and published articles on child Adem is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Child Rights International Network. He has written reports and published articles on child 
rights, human rights and refugee issues. He is specialised in monitoring human rights with indicators and human rights impact assessments.
Adem has over 24 years of experience in programme development, project management, developing policy advocacy guides, training materials, Adem has over 24 years of experience in programme development, project management, developing policy advocacy guides, training materials, 
as well as running trainings in human and child rights. Adem studied political science at the London School of Economics and the Middle East 
Technical University. He also completed a master’s in demography at the Hacettepe University and in theory and practice of human rights at the 
University of Essex.

Food Engineer. He completed his doctorate on environmentally friendly analysis methods. He worked in laboratories under the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry. He started working as an academic at Akdeniz University in 2009. He worked at the Food Security and Agricultural 
Research Centre at Akdeniz University. He conducted studies on food security and food safety.  He was dismissed from office as a faculty 
member of the Gastronomy and Culinary Arts Department with Statutory Decree 677, issued on November 22nd 2016. He was awarded the 
Turkish Thoracic Society Environmental and Climate Problems Advocacy Award, the Turkish Medical Association Nusret Fişek Public Health 
Service Award, Vefik Kitapçıgil Public Service Award and the Halkevleri  ‘In Pursuit of Truth’ Award. He authored two books titled Mutfaktaki Service Award, Vefik Kitapçıgil Public Service Award and the Halkevleri  ‘In Pursuit of Truth’ Award. He authored two books titled Mutfaktaki 
Kimyacı [The Chemist in the Kitchen] and Bizi Yeryüzüne Bağlayan Hikâyeler [Stories Tying Us To The Mother Earth].

Üstün graduated from the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Languages and History-Geography at Ankara University. She continued her 
postgraduate studies at the Department of Women’s Studies at the same university as a special student. She taught high-school philosophy. She 
was a founding member of Ayizi, a feminist publishers. Üstün worked as an editor and an executive editor for Ayizi. Üstün was one of the editors 
and a member of the editorial board of Amargi Feminist Theory and Politics magazine. She served as the president of the Ankara branch of 
Ka.Der and was responsible for its policies department. Üstün worked in various international gender equality committees. She was one of the 
founding members and executives of the Turkey Coordination of Women’s Coalition and European Women’s Lobby. Üstün has published articles founding members and executives of the Turkey Coordination of Women’s Coalition and European Women’s Lobby. Üstün has published articles 
and conducted research and field studies on gender equality, feminism and organising, political participation, local politics, access to justice and 
discrimination. She is particularly interested in daily life and local politics. Üstün strives to develop a unique model for monitoring local 
authorities in terms of gender equality. Üstün continues to work for local and international organising at women's organisations and pursues 
feminist politics.

Murat Çekiç began his career at the Human Rights Joint Platform, a national human rights network in Turkey. He currently works as a Civil 
Society Capacity-Building key expert at Etkiniz EU Programme. Çekiç previously worked as the vice president of Turkey Family Health and 
Planning Foundation and as a senior advisor at Turkey Europe Foundation. He also served as the Turkey director of Amnesty International. Çekiç 
has professional experience as a consultant for prominent national and international civil society organisations in fields including human rights, 
discrimination and CSO management in Turkey. Çekiç has also published articles on human rights, discrimination and international standards discrimination and CSO management in Turkey. Çekiç has also published articles on human rights, discrimination and international standards 
in various national and international publications.
Çekiç was selected as a Marshall Memorial Fellow and has received an International Civil Society Management certificate from the Maxwell 
School at Syracuse University. Çekiç graduated from the Department of Political Science and Public Administration at METU.
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Methods and tools in the human rights monitoring field are 
being discussed in four simultaneous workshops at Etkiniz Forum.

Kristin Antin welcomes you to the workshop: “This workshop will cover the usage of the online tool Uwazi (created by HURIDOCS) to document 
human rights violations and its contribution to monitoring activities. 

Uwazi is a flexible, web-based database application designed for human rights defenders to capture and organise collections of information. 

In practice, this means human rights defenders are using Uwazi to: preserve evidence of human rights violations, organize libraries of human 
rights law, build collective memories in the pursuit of transitional justice, and more.”

WORKSHOPS

Workshop-1: Online Documentation and UWAZI

Pınar İlkiz welcomes you to the workshop: “Digital data has a tremendous multiplier effect on making people and the topics they advocate 
visible. 

At this workshop, we will seek answers to the question, ‘How can we make this multiplier effect more productive?’ We will look into which tools we 
should use to better find our way amidst the content density of the digital world.”

Workshop-2: Online Advocacy Tools

Elif Ergezen welcomes you to the workshop: “Easy access to image recording, processing and sharing technologies turns them into political tools, 
which accompany actions and democratise them. 

As the use of surveillance and supervision technologies becomes widespread, a kind of activism that aims to create an alternative history against 
it is gathering strength. Oral historical recording (archiving) and collecting evidence (reaching witnesses), also holds an important position as 
frequently-consulted resources in the fields of digital activism, citizen journalism and documentary films. 

At this workshop, we will talk about the implementation of effective listening and question-asking techniques for CSOs that carry out monitoring At this workshop, we will talk about the implementation of effective listening and question-asking techniques for CSOs that carry out monitoring 
and points to consider before and after conducting oral history work.”

Workshop-3: Oral History and Video Production

Özgür Kurtuluş welcomes you to the workshop: “With the coming of the internet, there was an eruption of data production and access to data. 

The data volume produced in last year alone was twice as large as the data produced throughout human history until the invention of the 
Internet. Today, good processing of data by the members of civil society ensures a better understanding of society and phenomena and building 
effective communication in advocacy activities. 

At this workshop, we will focus on data literacy and data visualisation and get to know the tools used for data visualisation.”

Workshop-4: Data Visualisation



Göksel Gürsel, a visual facilitator and the founder of SOGlab, will visualize your answers to this sessions’ moderator Eylem Certel’s questions:

Which human rights violations have Covid-19 exacerbated?
What forms of human rights violations have newly emerged during the Covid-19 pandemic?

Start thinking in advance, and let’s reply to the question ‘#WhatWeMonitor during the pandemic?’ together on the first day of the Etkiniz Forum.

The film Born in Evin will be available online by 8 pm on June 17th. Please visit the link to watch the film: https://forum.etkiniz.eu/en/film/

Year: 2019 // Director: Maryam Zaree // Country: Austria, Germany // Awards: Berlinale 2019, Compass Perspektive Award

Synopsis: Born in Evin tells the story of the family of director and actor Maryam Zaree, who sets out to investigate the circumstances of her birth 
in one of the world’s most notorious jails for political prisoners.

Director’s bio: Maryam Zaree was born in 1983 in Tehran, Iran. Fleeing political persecution, her mother brought Maryam with her to Germany Director’s bio: Maryam Zaree was born in 1983 in Tehran, Iran. Fleeing political persecution, her mother brought Maryam with her to Germany 
when she was two. She grew up in Frankfurt and studied acting in the renowned film school Konrad-Wolf in Potsdamm Babelsberg. She has 
played lead roles in many feature films, worked for theatre and television and has been awarded for her performances.

SIDE EVENTS

You may share any content about your work on #EtkinizForum Co-working Space which is open to everyone’s participation. By signing into the 
Padlet platform, you may share any kind of multimedia content you wish in the space where you can share your own content, including videos, 
images, drawings, voice recordings etc. We designed each column in the Co-working Space to collect your content on different topics.

Some of the things you can do in #EtkinizForum Co-Working Space are:

- Adding the monitoring reports and output in various rights areas under the “Monitoring Human Rights” column.
- Draw your own owl under the “Draw the Owl of Yours” column.
- How about getting in all our messages bidding farewell to the pandemic? We will be collecting our messages to be sent to a healthy future - How about getting in all our messages bidding farewell to the pandemic? We will be collecting our messages to be sent to a healthy future 
under the “Bye Bye Corona” column.
- You can share any idea you want to, at the “Speaker’s Corner” column.

https://padlet.com/etkiniz/forum
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